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Meche’s REFRIGERATION 
P. O Box 217 

705 Front St. K.S. LA 70750 

Clovis (Dusty) R. Meche, Jr.  
  

337-566-3331 

Atchafalaya  Basin  Seafood 

24508 Highway 190 

P.O. Box 83 
Krotz Springs, LA 70750 

(337) 566-8957 

Guaranty Glass Inc. 

Auto  •  Residential •  Commercial  

Mirrors  • Garage Doors 

Friendly Service  

Guaranteed Work 

1009 W. Vine Street 
Opelousas, LA 70570 

(337) 948-7700 

Richard  & Carrol Lafleur 

Owner’s 

twentieth SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood—remains in me ant I in him, says the Lord.” 

SAINT  ANTHONY  OF  PADUA  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 

 

JUNIOR SNYDER’S  ALLSTATE 

INSURANCE 

As your Opelousas Agent I can help 

with your insurance needs:  
Auto, Life, Home, Business Condo, 

Renters, Motocycle, Business, Other. 

1717 S. Union Street, Suit 1 

Opelousas, Louisiana 70570 

Telephone: 337 948-1907 

~     From the Pastor    ~ 
 

“My heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.”  

Romans 10:1 

 ______________________________________ 
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We celebrated the Solemnity of Our Lady’s Assumption on Saturday of this weekend. It 

directs our vision to Heaven. And this is also what Our Lord does in His Bread of Life 

Discourse that we hear today. Below are the beautiful words of Pope Emeritus Benedict 

XVI, reflecting on the meaning of these two mysteries pointing us to Heaven. 

“[We] celebrated the great Feast of Mary taken up into Heaven, and today we read these 

words of Jesus in the Gospel: “I am the living bread which came down from Heaven” (Jn 

6: 51).  One cannot but be struck by this parallel that rotates around the symbol of 

“Heaven”: Mary was “taken up” to the very place from which her Son had “come down”. 

Of course, this language, which is Biblical, expresses in figurative terms something that 

never completely coincides with the world of our own concepts and images. But let us 

pause for a moment to think! Jesus presents Himself as the “living bread”, that is, the food 

which contains the life of God itself which it can communicate to those who eat it, the true 

nourishment that gives life, which is really and deeply nourishing. Jesus says: “if any one 

eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the 

world is my flesh” (Jn 6: 51). Well, from whom did the Son of God take His “flesh”, His 

actual, earthly humanity? He took it from the Virgin Mary. In order to enter our mortal 

condition, God took from her a human body. In turn, at the end of her earthly life, the Vir-

gin's body was taken up into Heaven by God and brought to enter the heavenly condition. 

It is a sort of exchange in which God always takes the full initiative but, in a certain sense, 

He also needs Mary, her “yes” as a creature, her very flesh, her actual existence, in order 

to prepare the matter for His sacrifice: the Body and the Blood, to offer them on the Cross 

as a means of eternal life and, in the sacrament of the Eucharist, as spiritual food and 

drink. 

Dear brothers and sisters, what happened in Mary also applies in ways that are different 

yet real to every man and to every woman because God asks each one of us to welcome 

Him, to put at His disposal our heart and our body, our entire existence, our flesh the Bi-

ble says so that He may dwell in the world. He calls us to be united with Him in the Sacra-

ment of the Eucharist, Bread broken for the life of the world, to form together the Church, 

His Body in history. And if we say “yes”, like Mary, indeed to the extent of our “yes”, this 

mysterious exchange is also brought about for us and in us. We are taken up into the di-

vinity of the One who took on our humanity. The Eucharist is the means, the instrument of 

this reciprocal transformation which always has God as its goal, and as the main actor. He 

is the Head and we are the limbs, He is the Vine and we the branches. Whoever eats of 

this Bread and lives in communion with Jesus, letting himself be transformed by Him and 

in Him, is saved from eternal death: naturally he dies like everyone and also shares in the 

mystery of Christ's Passion and Crucifixion, but he is no longer a slave to death and will 

rise on the Last Day to enjoy the eternal celebration together with Mary and with all the 

Saints. 

This mystery, this celebration of God, begins here below: it is the mystery of faith, hope 

and love that is celebrated in life and in the liturgy, especially that of the Eucharist, and is 

expressed in fraternal communion and in service for our neighbor. Let us pray the Blessed 

Virgin to help us always to nourish ourselves faithfully with the Bread of eternal life, so 

that, already on this earth, we may experience the joy of Heaven.” 

In Christ the Lord, 

Fr. Vidrine 

http://www.americanbanksandtrust.net


Pray for a priest each day 
 

Week of  August 17—August 23 

Mon    Rev. Donald Bahlinger, SJ  

Tues.    Rev. Matthew Barzare 

Wed.    Rev. Herbert Bennerfield 

Thurs.    Rev. Lloyd Benoit 

Fri.        Rev. Paul Bergeron 

Sat.       Rev. Conley Bertrand 

Sun.      Rev. Kenneth Bienvenu 
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337) 942-2638 / Fax (337) 948-3260 

2845 S. Union Street, Opelousas, LA 70570 

OPELOUSAS•KROTZ-SPRINGS•MELVILLE   

7am - 8:30pm 

Catholic Questions and Answers 

Who were the thieves crucified with Jesus? 

The Gospel of St. Luke (23:33-43) tells us that Jesus was crucified between two thieves. 
Luke does not give the name of either one.  

 
Three different collections of the lives of the saints, however, give their names as Dis-

mas, traditionally the "good thief," and Gestas, the unrepentant thief.  

 
They use as their source for this information an Arabic Gospel of the Infancy. This book 

was very popular in the West during the Middle Ages. It contains a legend or myth that 
two thieves waylaid the Holy Family on their flight into Egypt.  

 
In character, Dismas paid Gestas 40 drachmas to leave the family unharmed. At this 

point the infant Jesus predicted the two would be crucified with him in Jerusalem and he 
would take Dismas with him into paradise.  

Catechism: All About Catholic 

 Reconciliation 

Conversion and Penance 

18.  What is interior penance? 

     Jesus’ call to conversion and penance, like that of the prophets 

before him, does not aim first at outward works, but at the conversion 

of the heart, at interior conversion.  Without this interior conversion 

the exterior works and penances remain sterile and false.  Interior 

repentance is a radical reorientation of our whole life, a return, a con-

version to God with all our heart, an end of sin, a turning way from 

evil.  At the same time it entails the desire and resolution to change 

one’s life, with the help of the grace and mercy of God. 

19.  What is satisfaction for sins?   

     Acts of satisfaction are those to be performed by the penitent to 

repair the harm caused by sin, and re-establish habits befitting a dis-

ciple of Christ.  Many sins wrong our neighbor, and it is necessary, 

for example, to return stolen goods, restore a slandered reputation, 

pay compensation for injuries.  A penitent in confession must also 

make satisfaction for or atone for his sins by performing a penance 

imposed by the confessor.  The penance that is imposed should take 

into account the penitent’s personal situation, must seek his personal 

good, and must as far as possible correspond to the gravity and nature 

of the sins committed. 

    

Auto-Home-Business-Financial Services 

www.degagency.com 

     800-960-2200     *     337-585-7665 

 

          OPELOUSAS LA 

Serving Acadiana for over 75 years, “There is a Reason” 

929 N. Main St.          Pre-Owned Lot 

P.O. Box 520          5391 1-49 S. Service Rd. 

Opelousas, LA 70571    Opelousas, LA 70570 

337-942-9701                 337-678-1747 

roychevy.com 
Find New Roads 

 

 

 

Joseph Godchaux Jr. 

Willie Godchaux 

Kevin Carrier 

Jenny Credeur                    

       Check out our parish’s new 

website at www.stanthonyks.org! 
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Abbeville 839-1111; Lafayette 981-9891 

New Iberia 369-3300; K.S. 566-2101 

Fax: 337-893-3985 

P.O. Box 280, Abbeville, 70511-0280 

Carl “Duke” Landry: Cell 337-789-1118 
  

CANNATELLA’S Grocery 
“Home of the finest Italian sausage  

& One Good Muffuletta!” since 1923 

Grocery + Meat Market + Bakery  

 Hardware + Lumber 
  

   

421 Landrum Street/P.O. Box 267  

Meville, LA. 71353 

Phone: 337-623-4211/fax: 623-4216 
cannatellacharle@bellsouth.net 

 COURVELLE TOYOTA 

“HAPPY TOWN USA” INC. 

1247 I-49 South Service Road  

P.O. Box 1357, Opelousas, LA 70750 

Business Phone (337) 948-8255  

Lafayette Line (337) 233-1070 

(800) 360-4642 

www.courvelletoyota.com  

       Acadiana Shell  
     &  Limestone,  Inc.  

     HONORING THE BODY 

(FIRST THESSOLONIANS) 

 Purity As Control 

This practical capacity allows a 

mans to act in a given way and to 

avoid acting in the opposite way.  

This capacity is rooted in the per-

son’s conscious choices.  St. Thomas 

Aquinas says that sensitive desires 

(“appetites concupiscibilis”), must by 

mastered and subordinated.  Purity 

consists in containing the impulses of 

these sensitive desires which focus 

on the sensual man. 

Control “In Holiness” 

Although Paul teaches that purity 

is the controlling of sensual desires, 

he speaks positively.  Purity’s main 

task is not abstention but “control 

over one’s own body in holiness”.  

Abstaining and controlling depend 

on each other.  Controlling one’s 

body is impossible without abstain-

ing.  This overcoming of the sexual 

attraction bestows meaning and 

honor upon these sexual instincts 

which arise spontaneously and have 

repercussions in man’s affective-

emotional sphere.  As such, they 

must be integrated into the personal 

order.   

   

  To be continued . . . 

Theology of the Body 

Pope John Paul II Part 3: St. Paul’s Teaching on the Human Body 

BENNY’S SUPERMARKET 

HOME STYLE CAFÉ 

806 South Union Street 

Opelousas, Louisiana 70570 

(337) 948-6533 

Please continue to  

support our advertisers.  

Apostolic Exhortation of the Holy Father Francis 

THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL 

CHAPTER TWO 

AMID THE CRISIS OF COMMUNAL COMMITMENT 

II.  Temptations Faced by Pastoral Workers 

No to warring among ourselves 

99.  Our world is being torn apart by wars and violence, and wounded by a wide-

spread individualism which divides human beings, setting them against one another 

as they pursue their own well-being.  In various countries, conflicts and old divi-

sions from the past are re-emerging.  I especially ask Christians in communities 

throughout the world to offer a radiant and attractive witness of fraternal commun-

ion.  Let everyone admire how you care for one another, and how you encourage 

and accompany one another:  “By this everyone will know that you are my disci-

ples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:35).  This was Jesus’ heartfelt prayer 

to the Father:  “That they may all be one . . . In us . . . So that the world may be-

lieve” (Jn 17:21).  Beware of the temptation of jealousy!  We are all in the same 

boat and headed to the same port!  Let us ask for the grace to rejoice in the gifts of 

each, which belong to all. 

100.  Those wounded by historical divisions find it difficult to accept our invitation to 

forgiveness and reconciliation, since they think that we are ignoring their pain or are 

asking them to give up their memory and ideals.  But if they see the witness of authenti-

cally fraternal and reconciled communities, they will find that witness luminous and 

attractive.  It always pains me greatly to discover how some Christian communities, and 

even consecrated persons, can tolerate different forms of enmity, division, calumny, 

defamation, vendetta, jealousy, and the desire to impose certain ideas to all costs, even 

to persecutions which appear as veritable witch hunts.  Whom are we going to evangel-

ize if this is the way we act? 

     To be continued . . .  

 

SOUTHWEST FEED & FARM 
SUPPLIES, INC. 

2819 W. Landry Street / P. O. Box 682 

Opelousas, LA 70571-0682 

Bus: (337) 948-8742  

H: (337) 826-3463 

Fax: (337) 948-8755 

Michael Fontenot, Manager 



Please make every  

effort to exist the  

church in silence as  

others remain to offer  

a Prayer of Thanks- 

giving after Holy Mass. Thank You! 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me  

Body of Christ, save me  

Blood of Christ, inebriate me  

Water from Christ's side, wash me  

Passion of Christ, strengthen me  

O good Jesus, hear me  

Within Thy wounds hide me  

Suffer me not to be separated from Thee  

From the malicious enemy defend me  

In the hour of my death call me  

And bid me come unto Thee  

That I may praise Thee with Thy saints  

and with Thy angels  

Forever and ever. Amen  
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MORROW’S 

Exxon & Diner 
 

 

P. O. Box 341 / 24446 Hwy. 190 

Krotz Springs,  Louisiana  70750 

Store: (337) 566-3378 Diner: (337) 566-3737 

Serving Since 1959 

PERSONAL INJURY / MARITIME LAW 

324 West Landry Street | Opelousas LA 70570 

toll free 800-356-6776 | www.MMRBLAWOFFICE.COM 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

A Changed Sacrament With Many Graces 

By Barbara Beckwith 

Catholics have embraced Vatican II’s emphasis on Anointing 

as a sacrament for healing the sick and aged, as well as com-

forting the dying. 
 

Sacrament Restored Me to Life 
“In 1981, I had just given birth and nursed my healthy new son. Tired but 

still looking forward to going home, I was wheeled into the recovery room 

for observation. Suddenly, I felt a warm flow gushing along my legs. The 

nurse called the obstetrician, “Doctor, you need to come in here now!” Her 

alarm was not exaggerated. I was hemorrhaging. All the coagulating fac-

tors in my blood were exhausted. I was not only bleeding into the bed but 

into my lungs. I was dying and everyone in the room knew it. 

 

“The obstetrician leaned over me, choosing his words carefully: ‘We need 

to stop the bleeding. We’re going to perform a D&C.’ They rolled me back 

into the delivery room and prepped me for surgery. I remember nothing but 

my prayers as I lost consciousness. 

 

“With skill and the latest technology, the hospital staff worked mightily to 

save my life. Despite their efforts and many pints of blood, I turned gray 

and could not be revived. The doctors could do no more. 

 

“During the crisis, the hospital telephoned my husband. He immediately 

called Sister Pat and Father Richard to meet him at the hospital and admin-

ister the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 

 

“At no other time in my life has the power of prayer and sacrament been so 

profoundly merged. Although I was unconscious, my sense memory re-

corded the sensations of warmth from an open hand laid on my forehead. 

The image that best describes such a feeling comes from Psalm 133: ‘Like 

fine oil on the head...running down.’ I experienced the flow of restored life 

from the top of my head to the soles of my feet. 

 

“Complications kept me hospitalized for four more weeks. Yet years later, 

the effects of the sacrament continue to bless me with peace and a conver-

sion to gratitude.” 

 

—Sharon, Ohio 


